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THIS IS UNEVALUATED INFORMATION 


The foIloTTing is a digest of the nost inixjrtant inform wion on the 
Soviet kxr Force in the Soviet Zone of Qormany^ The data renrosent 
the status as of early lo comber 


Air Order of rattle D.;ta, 


Iv The follo-'.Ting um-tc have been identified in the Soviet ..one of Goniiany 
as of er<rly December 19!>0i 


Unit 

!Iq T’^renty- Tourth Air Arr.y 
Ilq Ftr Corps 
Hq Ftr Div 
2 Ftr Rogts 
Ftr Regt 
Hq Ftr Div 
2 ftr Regts 
Ftr Regt 
Hq Ftr Div 
2 Ftr Regts 
Ftr Hegt 
liq Ftr Corps 
Hq Ft r Div 


Location 


DliUaSR 

uITTZNBDRG 

gh(bsi5:jiiain 

DRAr©IS 

ALT LOIiUIMRtm 
Al/r LOEUriliVITZ 
DjISSAU 
ZCRB8T 
Zl^mST 

■.VITTGTCDK 

FBiai 


2 Ftr Itegts 
Ftr J^egt 
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Ykj Ftr Div 
2 Ftr Regts 
Ftr Regt 
Hqt Ftr Div 
2 Ftr Ro::;ts 
Ftr Regt 
Hq Bnr Corps 
Ilq BEir Div 
2 Rmr Rogts 

Bmr Regt 
Ilq Bmr Jiv 
2 Rmr Rogts 
Biar Regt 
Hq GA Corps 

GA Div 

661ith GA Regt 
710th GA Regt 
830th GA. Regt 
Hq GA Div 
2 GA Rogts 
GA Regt 
Ren Regt 


Ron Hegt 
Trans fjegt 
Trans Regt 


UEIiZ 

UEItZ 

PARCim^ 

ISIIEIIUIiillDIi: 

FEEnEI.IUEHnE 

riEUBPAIIDi^lITURG 

FII'JoT’ :iH [ALDE (possibly ono 
of these tv/o roginients is 
in DRiiiSDEtl-KlOTEGOIIE) 

COTTBUS 

WEimEUCIlEN 

vJERHEUCIiEN 

STitiUSBERG 

falkgns.es 

DQEBERrrZ 
DOEBERITZ 
DQEE^IilTZ 
SCIiaEinALDE 
JUETERBOG ? 

JUET-.iRBOG-ALTES UGER 
KOETIEN 

KOETHEN (only ground attack 
aircraft of regiznent) and 
PARCIiat (only the tvdji- 
engine aircraft of regiiaent) 

vSGlIOKr/AIBE 

ALTENBURQ 

STilAKEN 

(1) 
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2;. The following aircraft have been identified asbaing in use vdth 
air units: 

a* Fighter Regjjaents<, 

All fighter regiments were about 80 percent reequipped with 
type liig^l^ aircraft^ an average of 3U jot aircraft are thus 
available to oach individual regiment o The conventional aircraft 
formrlj used v/ere sh ipped out of the Soviet ^one of 
some of them by railo| 

I they T;oro oithor sent 

to pilot schools in the or that they possibly were 

delivered to satellite states ,, Only ^ few corivoAtional finhter 
aircraft of tlie La-9 or the Yak-9 typo are still in use with the 
fig^t«r rogimentso In addition to those planes, each fighter 
ref^^ment is equj-pped r/ith a varying number of Po-2 and Iak-11 
trainers and one tyr^e 16 jet plane « Jnch fighter regiment is 
conposed of three squadrons of l6 planes each, in adciition to a 
loading flight of four planes « The total autlioilzed strength of a 
fighter regiment is therefore ^2 aircrafts -ith regard to'^couipment 
and personnel, it aoipears that all fighter meet T/0£cE 

requirements « 

bo Bomber ji-oginontSp 


The bomber regiments are still equipped idth P©-2 aircraft, A new 
version of this ty;:>0 has been observed with a],l uociber rogii.ientso 
The new version, the type designation of wliich is unlaioxvn,' differs 
from the conventional figuration in its cockpit enclosurcsc In 
contrast to the old version, the new one has tvjo such enclosures, 
the roar hood being higher than the front hood.o iJothing is lcno:ai 
about the reason for this modiiication. There is a possibility that 
the figuration of the canopy was redesigned 'witli a view tai7ard 
giving crew members in the roar visibility ;Ibr'v7orcU The ?e-2s in 
use vdth the individual regiments also differ -.dtli regard to thoir 
noses, some of the aircraft having* noses vdth oleodflass bottoms, 
while others are fitted \jith all-rnetal noses. It is believed that 
the lattor craft drop their l-omls at a signal from their formation 
leader, while tlioBe fitted vdth a plGxi(;lasG nose are equipped vdth 
a bomb rdght. Pour-engine aircraft have not boon observed, A bomber 
regiment appears to be conposed of tlireo squadrons of 12 planes each 
and a l3vT.ding flight of tliree planes, 'which make a total of 39 air- 
craft , 

Attack Regiments, 


The ground attack regiments are equipped \dth IL-10 type aircraft , 

In ad ition to the IL-lOs, some obsolete II/— 2s seem to be available 
to each grounci attack ro:;iment, probably for training purposes. There 
nre no in-d cations of ctny intondod reequipment .sdth jet planes, 

A ground attack regiiiiont is composed of four squadrons of 12 planes 
each and a loading flight of four aircraft n The authorized strength 
thus is 52 planes, 

do Iksconnaissance Rogimonts, 

The reconnaissance regiiaents are not uniformly equipped. The re- 
connaissance rogimeat located in KC0Y1ISM and is equipped 

vdth IL-10 and A-20 aircraft. The fighters formerly available to this 
regiment have not been observed recently. The reconnaissance reginont 
in gCY^wTAp:>S9 on the other hand, is equipped vdth Pe-2 and Tu-2 type 
aircraSTTTrTs believed that the regiment stationed in and 


4iaS«JST- 
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PARGHBir is assigned conbat roconnaissance missions i/iiilo the 
regiment in SGIIOiSrr.’.vVIXiE woidd have to perform ro conjiaissanco 
missions xn the area of operations » The small number of air 
reconnaissance units assigned to the air army su-gosts that, in 
principle, the fighter, ground attack, and l>ombor units mast oor- 
fo™ their ov;n recoimaissanco. The tvro reconnaissance rogiments are 
believed to bo at the disposal of the A.ir Armv ilea^^.^^uart-^rs for 
special reconnoissancG missions. To date thor^ his boon no indica- 
tion that these reconnaissance regimontr? are su'nordin.>>tG to any air 
corps or air division. The authorized strenreth of tlie reconnaissance 
re glints is not Knoyn, They are presuiaah'ly composed of tjiree 
squadrons, each of vdiich is uniformly equipt^ed iTith aircraft* 

Air Transport liogiments* 

The air trans'xirt regiment in ALTSSiBURS is equipped mtii Jd-2 and 
lend— lease C-J.j,7 airccaft. It is composed of tsirce snuarirons of 
planes each. The air transport regiment in STAAKdH is equipped with 
II/-12, Li-2, ana C-h? aii'craft. 

Aircraft and Personnel Strength of the fiv enty— Fourth Air ArKy. 

3» The observation of airfields during recent months provides the basis 

SfAf+f (2) However , only about 
half of the ootal number of aircraft were counted. This 

1 the fact that the BnMlBiiS exert every effort not to 50X1 -HUM 

display all oi the plones stationed at a field at the sa;.ic time. As far 
as avai^ble facilities per'dt, the aircraft are Iceot in !iaii --aro or cam- 
oumgod :rovataents_ prior to, and after, f lying. This fact must be taken 
^ecif ic^held ovaluating reports on aircraft stationed at anv 


follows! 


Jibe aircr-aft strength is believed to be as 


Unit 

6 fighter division headquarters, equipped with 2 a/c each 
18 fighter regiments, equipped with $2 a/c each 
2 bomber division headquarters, equipped v/ith 3 a/c each 
6 bomber roi^raents, cquip;aed vjith 3? a/c each 


Total 



936 

6 

23U 


2 .'ground attack division headquarters, equipped with 

2 a/c each 

6 ground attack reGimonts, equipped -with 52 a/a each 
1 reconnaissance ro;;iaont 
1 reconnaissance reGii;icnt 

? trans p ort r c-l mcn ts. GTuAu?odj.rith .Id, n/e e-^cb 


h 

312 

1*0 

30 

’Jt'y 
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Total munber of aircraft in use vdth tactical units l,6U6o 


Not included in this number are the courier planes, usually Po«2s, 
and trainers such as type 16 jet aircraft, Po-2s, yak-12s, etCo, 
which are assi^ed to each roginont, the total number of which is 
estimated at about 200 * ilssuiaing that 00 percent of the conventional 
fighter aircraft were exchanged for l-ig-l^ type jet planes, the total 
of these planes is estimated at alout 7^0* This number is probably not 
excessive, a belief ivhich is strenghtened Ir/ the fact that very few 
-conventional fighters are still stationed at the individual fields » 

I 4.0 No authorized or actual personnel strengths of units are known* In most 

cases, the strGnj:th requirements in twom , at the end of »*orld ;Var II no longer 
apply* The modernization of the ^^oviet Air i'orce brought about by re- 
equipment with new types of aircraft and the improvement of the air*craft 
reporting ser-'/ice, necessarily led to a reorganization of the individual wi im 

units* Fro.;i 10 to 20 percent more flying personnel than v;ould be required, oUAI-HUM 
on the basis of the nuraber of aircraft available to each regiment, seem 
to be assigned to the individual air rogiments, Tho present ratio of air- 
craft to porsonnel is Ixilieved to 1 x 3 about 1 to 20 , which v/ould result in 
a personnel strength of about 33,000 men for the Twenty— FoTarth Air Army* 
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Jir^ovemont of /irrioldGa 

m. rorcoa xhe oovxots viero thorefore I’orced to onl^irirpG tha^p fipiric’ 
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a. In thero xjqtq tvro airfields v/ith concrete runv^rays more 
than 2,000 meters long*. 

bo In 19k0/l9h9 another 11 fields v/ere expanded and provided vrith 
runv/ays longer than 2,000 meters., 

Co In 19h9/l950 seven more fields were improved in tliis vi^mnero 

• Since the fall of 191^0 v/ork on the irnprovoinent of another six air- 
fields has been in progress.. This v;ork is not schednlod to ho coi>“ 
pleted prior to the snniacr of 1951 . The fields concerned are lo crated 
in pusTiirrz, ;7;i;mj3uc:nsrj, i:d:-^ssj5U?.G, 

and V/KIZaVo Tliis inc'.i cates tliat the Soviets non lic ve avoil ible 20 
fields vdth rnmrays longer than 2,000 noters jji their eone. It can be 
expected that this nr*raber ivill rice to at least 26 l.y tlio riniirier of 
19$lo The enlargenent of the airfields inde it possible to station all 
fighter units at suitable inctallations«. Sxcept foi^ IbraiflPPIll and 
T/ITTbT'XK, all of the improved airfields are noir occupied l)y air ^jnitSo 
The inprovonent of additional airfields nap serve the follov.lng purpooess 

Uo To create facilities to rccoivo adcjitional xmits tr^ms- 
forrod to the Soviet ^one of GerDanj^'c 

b* To establish alte/n.ite airfields for the units already stationed 
in Germany to be used in the event of 

Co To reduce the occipation of other airfields V7hich are presently 

occupied l>y ti7o regiments, so that eventually tliroe iraproved fields 
avill be available for each fighter division o 

Of the three possibilities oontionod aboveftliat under* appears to be the 
most probable « There is a possibility that the individual fighter divisions 
TTill be allocated the following additional installations: 

Fighter division in PEEiKIUKlUDE and I'JEUBIU^DiJTIBU^iGs Puietn 3 .t 3 r airfield 

Fighter division in lAERZ and PAHCIIILI: v/ittstodc airfield 

Fighter division in FI107 and ^HA'IESrHURG: IJouruppin airfield 

Fighter division in ZEHRiT and llRVifDE'IBIJRGs Perleberg airfield 

Fighter division inD.fbSAU and ALT :.0EIIIIE;7ITZ: llorseburg airfield 

Fighter division in GRQGbEIIIPiin and BR'dDIG: jSrfurt-Bindorslebon airfield. 

On the basis of this Iiypothesis, the Soviets v/ould bring aV.out a rather even 
distribution of their fighter units over the entire vestem area of their 
occupation zoneo hith regard to the .lir defence system the individual fighter 
divisions my bo assigned the folloT7:ng missions s 

Fighter division in PilbHTEI.lUGMDE : Protection against penetration via the Baltic 
Boa., 


tlghtor division in LAE’^s Protection 'igainst penetration '/ia MSDKLl^lBlIRGo 

Fighter division in yjjVIh Protection cf the roar area, simultaneously a 
reserve. 

Jlghter division in ZFi^Ts P'po taction against penetration from the ?/est 
in the central sector^ 

i^ightor division in aLT LOEh’ Hi;’ mz : Prottetion against penetration from the 
southwest,-. 

Fighter division in GHOBB 21111 BI; Proto uU on against penetration from tlio 
south o 
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«iu.^*gerneati ox airi’ielcis precontly occupiod by ground attack 
and light bomber units may be taken as an indication of intended 
reeqi^pi^nt of these units Tdth more modem aircraft o In addition 
to the 26 improved airfields mentioned there aro 37 other airfields 
in the i>oviot Zone of Gerrpaay ^vhich aro unoccu >ied liit serviceable 
laiiding fields of more than 1,000 meterse All these fields 
could be made serviceable on short notice for occupation i -v units 
equipped tvith conventional types of aircraft o 


I^i^it and m4>rqather Landing yacilitios. 


installation of lighting facilitios r/a: started in 
1950. ihi3^T:ork is complotod at most of tho fields occupied hy fighter 
umts. It is no^^et cloar rdiethor similar facilities r/orc installed 
at the other airfl^to. At one field, lighting of tho a >uroach lane, 

^ghting of the landing strip, and obvstacle lights ^voro' observed^ 

IhG approach lane lying in the extension of the surface rmr.my is rxarked 
by searchlights, the most distant of v/hich is at a ooint ai^out l.,000 
meters from the end of the runway. The searchlights ai*e ,x)stod BO to 100 
^tem apart, their beams being directed upward to mjeet the landing olane, 
bight searchlights are set up side by side at the edge of the landing 
field, ihoy illujninate the rum^/ay and a strip on both sides of it^ The 
beginning of tho runway is marked by rod lamps set up in a line at a idght 
angle to the landing direction. The touch-ground point is narked bp tr/o 
groon lamps set up on both sides of the runway. The stretch from tliis ; 3 oint 
as f^ as the end of the runway is HK^rked by lamps installed on loth sides 
of the rumvay. The end of the rumay is iaarked \y^/ red lamps. Jne or several 
searciaights aro also set up there. It is believed that these searchlights 
serve to light the landing strip and the landing field for tlie landing air- 
craft. All obstacles in the vicinity of the airfield are mirked b' red lamps. 


10 . 


It has been observed recently that radio towers v/ero being set uo outside 
the field but exactly in-lino with the surfaced runway at almost 

iu occupied by fighter units. From tliis oloervation and the fact tliat 

the distance of the tvo radio beacons from the loginning of the runway is 
approximately the same at all airfields, it soeLis that these radio in- 
stallations are loacons for all-weather landing. (C) The distance between 
the outer beacon and the beginning of tho lauTvVay is about U,000 netcjrs* 
that oi the inner beacon about 1,000 motors. The beacons consist of a ?adio 
tower, 6 to 8 meters iiigh, braced on all sides, and a radio truck. The tiTo 
radio beacons interconnected by a yjire lino, and they are also connected 
to tnc airfield by such a lino. Ho information is availal;le concerninr- the 
xrequonciGS used by the radio beacons and their methods of operation ^However, 
It IS ooliGved that those beacons function along the lines of tlio radio 
approach systera. In addition to theso radio beacons many airfields have rac’io 
stations corAi^osed of four radio towers interconnected by antennas. Those radio 
bt^ons are believed to be either radio transmitters or, more probably, radio 
o iliero IS a possibility that these radio beams transmit a signal which 
exm aes the pilot to identify tho airfield concerned and thus elthsr to take 
his bearings or to approach the field. After flying over this type of radio 
be^, tho plane vdll then bo able to make its landing by means of tlio two 
other beacons. However, it must be stated that this is only a coniectiire. 
the corroctnoss of ivhich is not confirmed. 


11. stations have been observed in tho vicinity of several airfields* 

iliey have four towers which are not interconnected by antennas, and a cabin 
or tent from wiiich an antenna rod, located in the center of theso towers, 
projects. TMs short antenna rod is prolably the sense direction finding 
^ito^a used for such determination. It is not yet clear whether each air- 
field is provided \7ith such an Adcock DF station. 
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on a truck and has an antenna concittLe ora’^oriaon+^i 

seven dipoles, frhile the oth<ay metal rod vdth 

«t,tabi; iS “= ‘"O 

these tira types of sets. The radar sot fitted rji^h imcti^ of 

served near airfields at, or near v/hich a^Srrht^!^ taw o^s was only ob- 
oorps headquarters is locatedrSe S- excS- „+ ^i^hter 

of set IS being used by fip-hter divlsTnn ^ ^ 

control of figiitor aircraft and fo?«rsoottin- v 

photoi-ra jbs obtained it wa- nnp=!-ii-.io ■"? ° v-uonv planes. Iron 

sets ore not availario* The niambor tho-A o£ -uhoce 

or fishtair corps headq^torsT. , available to the division 

covfra,^. of tl^ entir^"S soaco S'the^^^tSCu.r'l'''? a conpleto 

guaranteed. It is thorofore assruasd that v ' e 

also ar signed to ,iovlet A\A units. ^ axrcraft obsorvaoion nissions are 

Status of Iraining. 
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13. 


dSeny^SnSSed'S the ^SmS^'^of^ilof fi/ihter units r,ere 

training was observed vrith IS f 

it ». Srtered hy tta SehtySei^iPSr 

activities ivere observed: ^ follovang training 


do 

b. 


Local flights in ordor to practice taJce-oxfs and landings. 

Formation flying in groups of tvro. in fll-ht<? -rnri „r.„o ■> 
regiment formation. i-u.^ats,and m squaoron and 


lit. 


c. Firing at ground targets, low-level attacks, and diving attacks. 
dn Air combat « 

o. hifh-altitude flights up to 11,000 motors, 

f. Individual night landings. 

g. flight flights and night landings in forirations, 

’Jnits^ as attack and bomber 

The meager information a^JlS oI^SS Jfrf? f-T^tcn v«:s ;aracticcd. 
possibly tha control and direction of oi training innicatos tliat 

did not meet ’.vith difficultio'- m no o- aloft from the ground 
was not successfully directed'^to its oLsorved that a formation 

degree to which Soviet SSSr InS" Ilf f J ^ 

formtions under unfavoraMe woathlr condltiIn2°f f f f sta^Jlcy entire 
rtth rogard to the cwrent modornizatiolf ff f ^??^2ed. Ilor/ovor, 
not bo assumed tliat the Sovi-ts -ro -s on- -fb c ^ -i^orce, it nust 
in all weather, ° iac..aable of omtiloping fighter formtians 

at gi^ound targets, and l omb release 

planes and by' entire'f Irmuff ^Di^n f f by individual 

held oxercisL on rf ifltal n‘’ maeuvers, tho units 
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15 « Very littrle irLforinatiion is available on ti*ainiu/:; acbivi'bies of 
the bomber onitSa Previous information remins unchanged* 

16 * The training activiries of the air transport rogiinent stationed 
in ALT BURG ii^ero continually observed* The regiment vras chiefly 
e»5>:ioy»i for the transport of army units in T 1 IUHIIIG 2 A and for the 
^ 3 ;*o^-ping of ^tn p/jrachutists and ©iiuipment and supplies r. It appears 
tha*:. the reciment is being particularly trained for air transport 
of arr;]y units* jIo reports havo been received on tlie traininr' of the 
air transport reginent stationed in STAAOIo 

17. Tlia^reconn/dssance regjnent stationed in KOIiTIiLA, alter bein<^ tempo- 
r^ily trrnsx erred to STliwIDAL^ v/as observed only eex; ducting artillerv 
missions and reconnaissance flights against arr:v/ ‘anltc* Mo information 
.ms obt/ined^ on^the training activities of the rotjorniaissanco regiment 
located in SOllDZil^JALDEc. Observations mdo indicate l-hat this ro'^inent 
cooperites closely ivith bomber units « « ' 


Overall (ilstimte* 

18 * ftr mm reequipment of the fighter units with jet aircraft which, 

regarding tneir oorf ormance , are not inferior to the typos presently 
ii use li jestern Europe, and by the improvomont of the ground organisa- 
tions^ ani the establishinont of a modem fighter control system, the 
officiexicy of the fighter units of the Twenty-Fourth Air Amy Ims in- 
creased consideraliy during the last year* The grouid attack and bomber 
tinits do not seen to have nia<''’o similar progress* The min efforts at 
modernising the Tr^enty-Fourth Air /\riy during the l^st year wore thus 
centerer. on the fighter units, wliich, as before, are assipied the tvjo 
mission*; of defending air space by fighting enemy aircraft, and rendering 
close sipport to ground troops by attacking ground targets* 
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